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Many historical events occurred during Shakespeare’s time that impacted his focus and writing.  In order to fully understand and be able to make connections between “Romeo and Juliet” and the historical implications of major events, forms of entertainment, and Shakespeare himself, you will be creating a 16th Century Newspaper to help spread the news of these important aspects. 

Your newspaper will need to contain the following sections:

News: You will choose a specific event that occurred between 1590 and 1620.  Then, you will need to research the event and write about the event as if you are a reporter (tell audience who, what, when, where, why, and how).  You need to include at least three embedded quotes from two different sources (one book and one web source). You will turn in a works cited page on the back side of your newspaper.
Entertainment:  Create either an advertisement, horoscope, play premiere, cartoon, etc.  Make sure it relates to the time period, while still giving it your own creative twist.
Obituaries:  Create an epitaph for a person you generate yourself. (An epitaph is a brief poem or other writing in praise of a deceased person.)  You should include at least two of the following – allusion, metaphor, hyperbole, oxymoron, paradox, or pun.  You need to include their full name, birth date, and death date.
A Creative Section of Your Choice:  You may choose to either create a new section of your own or add another article to one of the already existing sections. Be creative!
You will be provided with a Manila sheet of paper on which to create your newspaper. All articles should be typed and placed creatively on that paper.  You will find some newspaper templates on my website, but feel free to find/create your own. Also, please utilize color and illustrations to “spice up” your projects, as both neatness and creativity are a portion of this MAJOR GRADE. 
Be creative! 

Newspaper Rubric

	
	Nothing 
	Inadequate
	Fair
	Excellent

	News: 
	0
	5
	10
	20

	      
	
	
	
	

	Entertainment:
	0
	5
	10
	20

	
	
	
	
	

	Obituaries:
	0
	5
	10
	20

	
	
	
	
	

	Creative Section:
	0
	5
	10
	20

	
	
	
	
	

	Neatness and Creativity:
	0
	5
	10
	20

	
	
	
	Total:
	________


*If no Works Cited page is provided or it is inaccurate, you will receive an automatic zero for the “News” section of this project!*

