Pick your world news
1580s
1. 1580: Drake's royal reception after his attacks on Spanish possessions influences Philip II of Spain to build up the Spanish Armada. English ships in Spanish harbors are impounded. 

2. 1580: Spain unifies with Portugal under Philip II. The struggle for the throne of Portugal ends the Portuguese Empire. The Spanish and Portuguese crowns are united for 60 years, i.e. until 1640. 

3. 1582: Pope Gregory XIII issues the Gregorian calendar. 

4. 1582: Yermak Timofeyevich conquers the Siberia Khanate on behalf of the Stroganovs. 

5. 1584–85: After the Siege of Antwerp, many of its merchants flee to Amsterdam. 

6. 1585–1604: The Anglo-Spanish War is fought on both sides of the Atlantic. 

7. 1588: England repulses the Spanish Armada. 

8. 1589: Spain repulses the English Armada. 
1590s
9. 1591: Gazi Giray leads a huge Tatar expedition against Moscow. 

10. 1591: In Mali, Moroccan forces of the Sultan Ahmad al-Mansur led by Judar Pasha defeat the Songhai Empire at the Battle of Tondibi. 

11. 1592–1593: John Stow reports plague deaths in London. 

12. 1592–98: Korea, with the help of Ming Dynasty China, repels two Japanese invasions. 
13. 1593 Theatres close due to the Bubonic Plague (The Black Death) 
14. 1595 Sir Walter Raleigh explores the Orinoca
15. 1593–1606: The Long War between the Habsburg monarchy and the Ottoman Turks. 

16. 1598: The Edict of Nantes ends the French Wars of Religion. 

17. 1598–1613: Russia descends into anarchy during the Time of Troubles. 

1600–1609

18. dist1600: Giordano Bruno is burned at the stake for heresy in Rome. 
19. 1600: Battle of Sekigahara in Japan. End of the Warring States period and beginning of the Edo period. 
20. 1601: Battle of Kinsale, one of the most important battles in Irish history, fought.
21. 1601: Michael the Brave (first unificator of Romania), voivode of Wallachia, Moldavia and Transylvania, is assassinated by the order of the Habsburg general.
22. 1601–1603: The Russian famine of 1601–1603 kills perhaps a third of Russia. 
23. 1602: Dutch East India Company founded. Its success contributes to the Dutch Golden Age. 
24. 1603: Elizabeth I of England dies and is succeeded by her cousin King James VI of Scotland, uniting the crowns of Scotland and England. 
25. 1603: Tokugawa Ieyasu seizes control of Japan. 
26. 1603–1623: Abbas I expands the Persian Empire.
27. 1605: Gunpowder Plot failed in England. 
28. 1605: The fortresses of Veszprém en Visegrad are retaken by the Ottomans. 
29. 1606: The Long War between the Ottoman Empire and Austria is ended.
30. 1606: Captain Willem Janszoon and his crew aboard the Dutch East India Company ship and become the first recorded Europeans to sight and make landfall in Australia. 
31. 1607: Jamestown, Virginia, is settled as what would become the first permanent English colony in North America. 
32. 1607: Flight of the Earls occurs from County Donegal in the west of Ulster in Ireland. 
33. 1608: Quebec City founded by Samuel de Champlain in New France (present-day Canada). 
34. 1609: The Netherlands and Spain agree to a Twelve Years' Truce in the Eighty Years' War. 
35. 1609: Pedro de Peralta, a later governor of New Mexico, establishes the settlement of Santa Fe. 
36. 1609: Maximilian of Bavaria establishes the Catholic League. 
1610s

39. 1610: The Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth army defeats combined Russian- Swedish forces at the Battle of Klushino and conquer Moscow. 

40. 1613: The Time of Troubles in Russia ends with the establishment of the House of Romanov which rules until 1917. 

41. 1613–1617: Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth is invaded by the Tatars dozens of times.[2] 

42. 1616: The last remaining Moriscos (Moors who had nominally converted to Christianity) in the Spain are expelled. 

43. 1616: Shakespeare dies 

44. 1618: The Bohemian Revolt precipitates the Thirty Years' War which devastates Europe in the years 1618–48. 

45. 1618: Bethlen Gabor, Prince of Transylvania joins Protestant Rebels. 

46. 1618: The Manchus start invading China. Their conquest eventually topples the Ming Dynasty. 

47. 1619: Bethlen Gabor is defeated outside Vienna. 

1620s

48. 1620: Emperor Ferdinand II defeats the Bohemian rebels in the Battle of White Mountain. 

49. 1620: The Puritan Pilgrims arrive in the Mayflower at Cape Cod 

50. 1620–1621: Polish-Ottoman War over Moldavia. 

51. 1620: Bethlen Gabor allies with the Ottomans and an invasion of Moldavia takes place. The Polish suffer a disaster at Cecora on the River Prut. 

52. 1621: The Battle of Chocim: Poles and Cossacks under Jan Karol Chodkiewicz defeat the Ottomans. 

53. 1622: Jamestown massacre: Algonquian natives kill 347 English settlers outside Jamestown, Virginia (1/3 of the colony's population) and burn the Henricus settlement. 

54. 1624–1642: As chief minister, Cardinal Richelieu centralises power in France. 

55. 1625: New Amsterdam founded by the Dutch West India Company in North America. 

56. 1626: St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican completed. 

57. 1627: Cardinal Richelieu lays siege to Protestant La Rochelle. 

58. 1629: Cardinal Richelieu allies with Swedish Protestant forces in the Thirty Years' War.
