Thesis Statements
What is a thesis statement?

Every paper you write should have a main point, a main idea, or central message.  The argument(s) you make in your paper should reflect this main idea.  A thesis statement declares what you believe and what you intend to prove.  A thesis is an arguable statement, not a fact.

Things to remember when writing a thesis statement:
· The thesis statement is usually located at the end of the opening paragraph (introduction) and should be at least a complex sentence or compound-complex sentence.  

· A thesis often includes words like because, since, so, although, unless, through, and however

· A thesis needs three components:  topic, attitude, and development.

· Topic – the narrowed, limited subject of your paper

· Attitude – how you will treat and interpret the subject

· Development – the proof/points you will cover in the paper

· Avoid using first person:  “The point of my paper is…” or “I’m going to prove in my paper…” or “In my paper, you will see…” or “I believe” or “I think”… “In my opinion”

· Avoid vague language:  “it seems” or “maybe” or “some say”  

· Avoid lists:  “Atticus Finch is a hero because he is selfless, courageous, and intelligent.”
How do I know I have a strong thesis?

Try these five tests:

1. Do I answer the prompt?

2. Does the thesis inspire the reader to ask “how?” or “why?”  Does it pass the “so what” or “who cares” test?

3. Does the thesis lead the reader to the topic sentence?

4. Does the essay focus on the ideas/purpose presented in the thesis?  Does it function as a “map” for the essay?

5. Does the thesis assert your conclusion based on evidence?

Is it a thesis?
_____ I would like to become a chef when I finish school

_____ Although both chefs and cooks can prepare fine meals, chefs differ from cooks in education, professional commitment, and artistry.

Can you improve these sentences?

What do you expect to read in this essay?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..
_____ I enjoy white water rafting.

_____ A first water rafting experience can challenge the body and spirit and transform an adolescent into an adult.  

Can you improve these sentences?

What do you expect to read in this essay?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

_____ Steroids, even those legally available, are addictive and should be banned from sports.

_____Our American family structure encourages men to repress their true feelings, leaving them open to physical, psychological, and relationship difficulties.

_____Hip hop is the best thing that has happened to music in twenty years.

Can you improve these sentences?

What do you expect to read in this essay?

