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To Kill a Mockingbird Study Guide 
Chapters 1-5
Chapter 1

1. What do you learn in this chapter about Maycomb, Atticus Finch and his family?

2. What do you learn about Dill's character?

3. What, briefly, has happened to Arthur “Boo” Radley.

4. Why does the Radley place fascinate Scout, Jem and Dill?

5. What do you notice about the narrative voice and viewpoint in the novel?

Chapter 2

6. Why is Scout so looking forward to starting school?
7.  Why does Jem not want anything to do with Scout at school? Is his behavior typical of an older child?

8. What do you think of Miss Caroline Fisher as a teacher? Can you find qualities which would make her good or not so good at her job?

Chapter 3

10. Who is Calpurnia? What is her place in the Finch household?

11. What is Walter Cunningham like? What does his behaviour during lunch suggest about his home life?

12. What do you think of the way Atticus treats Walter?

13. Does Scout learn anything from Walter's visit? What do you think this is?

14. Atticus says that you never really understand a person “until you climb into his skin and walk around in it”. What does this mean? Is it an easy thing for Scout to learn? 

15. What do you learn in this chapter about the Ewells?

Chapter 4

16. What does Scout think of current fashions in education?

17. What superstitions do the children have in connection with the Radley house?

18. Why do the children make Boo's story into a game?

19. What do they do in this game? Do you think the game is an accurate version of what happens in the Radleys' home?

20. What might be the cause of the laughter from inside the house?

Chapter 5

21. Describe Miss Maudie Atkinson? How typical is she of Maycomb's women? What do the children think of her?

22. What does Miss Maudie tell Scout about Boo? How does this compare with what Scout already believes?

23. Scout claims that “Dill could tell the biggest ones” (lies) she ever heard. Why might Dill have told such lies?

24. What reasons does Atticus give for the children not to play the Boo Bradley game? Do you think he is right? Why?

