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To Kill a Mockingbird Study Guide 
Chapters 11-15
Chapter 11

1. How does Atticus advise Jem to react to Mrs. Dubose's taunts?

2. What does Mrs. Dubose say about the children's mother? How does Jem feel about this?

3. What request does Mrs. Dubose make of Jem? Is this a fair punishment for his “crime”?

4. Explain in your own words what Atticus thinks of insults like “nigger-lover”. How far do you agree with him?

5. Why, in Atticus' view, was Mrs. Dubose “a great lady”?

6. Atticus says that Mrs. Dubose is a model of real courage rather than “a man with a gun in his hand”. What does he mean? Do you think he is right?

7. Chapters ten and eleven are the last two chapters in the first part of the book. Explain why Harper Lee chooses to end the first part here.

Chapter 12

8. Comment on Jem's and Scout's visit to First Purchase church.

9. What new things does Scout learn here about how the black people live?

10. What does Scout learn from Calpurnia's account of Zeebo's education?

11. Explain why Calpurnia speaks differently in the Finch household, and among her neighbors at church.

Chapter 13

12. Why does Aunt Alexandra come to stay with Atticus and his family? What is she like?

13. Read the first two things Alexandra says when she comes to the Finch house. Are these typical of her or not?

14. Alexandra thinks Scout is “dull” (not clever). Why does she think this, and is she right? Are all adults good at knowing how clever young people are?

15. How does Aunt Alexandra involve herself in Maycomb's social life?

16. Comment on Aunt Alexandra's ideas about breeding and family. Why does Atticus tell them to forget it? Who is right, do you think?

Chapter 14

17. Comment on Atticus' explanation of rape. How suitable is this as an answer to Scout.

18. Why does Alexandra think Atticus should dismiss Calpurnia? How does Atticus respond to the suggestion?

19. Why is Scout pleased when Jem fights her back? Why is she less pleased when he tells Atticus about Dill?

20. What do we learn from Dill's account of his running away?

Chapter 15

21. What is the “nightmare” that now descends upon the children?

22. What was (and is) the Ku Klux Klan? What do you think of Atticus' comment about it?

23. How does Jem react when Atticus tells him to go home, and why?

24. What persuades the lynching-party to give up their attempt on Tom's life?

25. Comment on the way Scout affects events without realizing it at the time.

