


English I

Unit 1 Vocabulary
I. Plot – The sequence of incidents or actions in a story.  Whatever the characters do, or whatever happens to them constitutes the plot.  In some stories plot does little more than create excitement.  These stories usually rely on suspense, danger, mystery, action, physical conflict, and surprise.  In other stories the plot also helps to exhibit character traits and to reveal some truth about life.

A. Plot Stages (Elements)

1. Exposition – introduces characters, setting, and the basic situation.  The beginning of the story.  It usually tells the reader where the characters were before the conflict began.

2. Inciting Incident – sets the conflict to be resolved.

3. Rising Action – develops the conflict.  It also develops character relationships and any subplots.

4. Climax – the turning point of the story.  Everything prior to this was building to this point.  

5. Falling Action – ties up all of the loose ends of the story.  It may tell some of the results of the conflict resolution.

6. Denouement or Resolution – the end of the story.  Anything that takes place after the falling action.

B. Conflict – the most import element of the plot

1. External Conflict – takes place outside of a person

a. Man vs. Man – one character against another

b. Man vs. Nature – a character against nature (fate)

c. Man vs. Society – a character against all societal beliefs 

2. Internal Conflict – a character struggles with inner problems

***The story usually ends when the conflict is resolved; however, in some stories the conflict is left unresolved.

C. Terms

1. Flashback – a section of a literary work that interrupts the sequence of events to relate an event from an earlier time.

2. Foreshadowing – the use in a literary work of clues that suggest events that have yet to occur.

3. Suspense – the quality in a story that makes you keep reading in order to find out what will happen next.

II. Character – a person or animal who takes part in the action of a literary work.  Fiction allows us to see more deeply into the inner nature of a character than we usually can in life.  First it places its characters into crucial situations, which test them and expose their nature more clearly than would ordinary situations.  Second, authors can, when they wish, take us inside a character and let us experience at first-hand inner thoughts and feelings which in life we could only guess at from outward actions.

A. Major Characters

1. Protagonist – the main character

2. Antagonist – a major character who opposes the protagonist

B. Character Types

1. Round Character – one who show many different traits – faults as well as virtues

2. Flat Character – a character who is only one-dimensional

3. Dynamic Character – one who develops and changes during the story

4. Static Character – one who does not change during the story

C. Characterization – the act of creating and developing a character

1. Direct Characterization – the author directly states the character’s traits

2. Indirect Characterization – the author tells what a character looks like, does, and says, as well as how other characters react to him or her.  It is up the reader to draw conclusions about the character based on this indirect information.

D. Character Features – No two characters are exactly alike.  Below are some of the features that make characters distinct.

1. Appearance – What does the character look like?  What kinds of clothes does the character wear?  What do these aspects of appearance reveal about him or her?

2. Personality – Does the character tend to be emotional or rational?  Introverted or outgoing?  Competent or incompetent?  Controlled or uncontrolled?  Happy or depressed?  Radical or conservative?  Caring or cold?  A leader or a follower?  Principled or unscrupulous?

3. Background – Where did the character grow up?  What experiences has he or she had?  Is the character experienced or naïve?  What is the character’s social status?  Level of education?  Occupation?  What are the character’s hobbies or skills?

4. Motivation – What makes the character act as he or she does?  What are the character’s likes and dislikes?  What are the character’s wishes, goals, desires, dreams, and needs?

5. Relationships – How is the character related to the other characters in the narrative?  In what ways does he or she interact with these characters?  What are the consequences of these interactions?

6. Conflict – Is the character involved in some conflict?  Internal or external?  Is the conflict resolved?  How?

7. Change – Does the character change in the course of the narrative?  Does he or she learn to grow?

E. Terms

1. Foil – a character who is contrasted with another character

2. Hero/heroine – a character whose actions are inspiring or noble

3. Stereotype – a fixed and over-simplified idea of what a type of person or group of people is like

III. Theme – the general idea or insight into life that the story presents.

1. Author’s central purpose or message for writing

IV. Irony – a discrepancy between what appears to be and what really is (appearance vs. reality) 

1. Verbal Irony – speakers or writers say the opposite of what they mean

2. Dramatic Irony – the discrepancy is between what the character says (or thinks) and what the reader knows is true

3. Irony of Situation (situational irony) – the discrepancy is between events in the plot and our expectations of what will or should happen

V. Symbol – an object, person, idea, or action that represents something other than itself

VI. Setting – the time and place of a story’s action.  Setting also includes the cultural background against which the actions take place

VII. Point of View – the perspective from which an author writes a story

A. First Person Narration – the story is told by one of the characters in it, with the character referring to himself or herself as “I.”  The character who tells the story is called the narrator.

B. Third Person Narration – the narrator is a voice outside the story who refers to all the characters as he, she, or they.

1. Limited Third Person Narration – the narrator relates the events from the point of view of one of the characters.  The reader sees events only through the eyes of one of the characters and knows only what that character knows.

2. Omniscient Narration – the voice telling the story is all seeing and all knowing.  The omniscient narrator can tell you things the characters do not know.  The narrator can also enter the mind of the characters and tell you what they think and feel.

